
Why Children Need Audiologic Rehabilitation 
 
 
Gaeth and Lounsbury, 1966 
 
This is the first of a number of studies which have shown about half of children’s hearing aids to 
be in poor working conditions.   
 
 
 



 
 
This study done nearly ten years after the Gaeth and Lounsbury study shows the same situation.  
About half of children’s hearing aids in the schools were found to be in poor working condition.  
Subsequent studies have generally shown the same thing (see the adult section and the Schow, et 
al, 1993 study).  Without careful monitoring--an important part of AR for children, many 
children will not benefit consistently from their hearing aids. 



Kodman, 1963 
 
This is an early study showing hard of hearing children in the schools, even with an average mild 
loss of 40 dB will tend to have problems in school.  These children were on average two years 
behind where they should have been based on chronological age. 



 
Quigley and Thomure, 1968 
These hard of hearing children, even those with unilateral loss  (less than 15 dB in the better ear) 
show the effect of hearing loss on their language based achievement scores.  When IQ is based 
on language skills even their IQ scores tend to fall off with greater hearing loss.  Performance 
measures are, however, a better indicator of actual intelligence. 
 
 
 
 



Blair, et al, 1985   
 
These data show that children with hearing loss were still falling behind in school in the 1980s as 
much as they were in the 1960s.  The situation probably has not changed in most schools today 
unless there is excellent AR.  These same children were followed for two years starting when 
they were 1st graders and 3rd graders.  They tend to fall further behind each year.   



Blair, et al, 1985  (cont’d)



Yoshinago-Itano, et al, 1998  
 
These data from Chapter 6 show that when deaf infants are identified early and started with AR 
prior to one year, their language skills tend to be around 80% of normal.  If identification is 
delayed to after one year the language skills do not seem to catch up and instead seem to stay 
around 55-60%.  This is evidence of the critical language development period which appears to 
be most critical in the first year of life.   Again, these findings show the need for AR and the 
value of children getting  AR as soon as possible. 
 



Why Adults Need Audiologic Rehabilitation 
This Study looked at hearing aids used by adults which were thought to be working properly 
(even if they thought the aid worked better after it was first purchased).  Nearly one fourth (24%) 
of the hearing aids were found to have problems  







 
This 2003 study presented at the Educational Audiology Association Conference based on a study in Idaho 
reinforces the importance of audiology services.  It shows that in districts without an audiologist there are many 
fewer children identified with hearing loss and many fewer children using hearing aids and assistive devices.  This 
underscores the way children with hearing loss will be disadvantaged when they do not receive hearing services. 
 
 
 



 


